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clear symptoms of disintegration. The last stages in the
more-or-less peaceful partition of Africa were being carried
out. In South Africa disputes were arising between British
interests and the rights of the self-governing Boer Republics.
Here were controversial topics enough to satisfy the most
pugnacious of Parliamentary gladiators, and to enable any
novice to win his spurs*
The big question which Lloyd George had to settle for
himself at the outset was whether he would be a Liberal
first and foremost, or, after the manner of the Irishmen,
accord the first place to Wales* That issue had been
mooted in the course of his election campaign. Some
powerful elements in the constituency had endeavoured to
extract a pledge from the candidate that, if returned, he
would withhold his support from any Liberal Government
which did not put a Welsh Disestablishment and Dis~
endowment Bill in its programme, and promise to use all
its power to pass it immediately into law* Others, how-
ever, were for trusting Mr. Gladstone; arguing that it
would be soon enough to talk about coercing one's own
leaders when the Liberal Party had been returned to power
with a good majority* For one thing was quite certain:
in spite of Chamberlain's many pronouncements in favour
of Disestablishment, no Conservative Government would
ever champion such a measure. This latter was, on the
whole, Lloyd George's own view; and he had resolutely
refused to give any such pledge as was asked of him fay the
more extreme Nonconformists,
But it was one thing to view the Liberal Party from the
distance of Criccieth* with all the enchantment with which
the intervening two hundred miles were able to invest it,
and quite another thing to see it at close quarters* And
Lloyd George had not been many weeks in the House
before coming to the conclusion that, unless compelled to